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tion? These are all ways in which the burden of being killed is being placed 
on the poor, on the “culturally disadvantaged.” Today these disadvantaged 
are Blacks, a century ago they were the Irish. The descriptions of the Five 
Points and other slums in The Second Rebellion (and in Dickens) sound 
too familiar: rats? overcrowding? firetraps? unsanitary conditions? This is 
Harlem, this is the Hough, this is Newark, this is the South Side. 

The draft was unpopular in 1863; it is unpopular in 1968. In 1863 we 
were fighting a (largely) unpopular war; in 1968 we are fighting another. In 
1863 there was anti-Negro prejudice; in 1968 we have George Wallace. In 
1863 we had bossism and repression; in 1968 we have Mayor Daley and the 
Democratic National Convention, not to speak of Miami. 

Over 100,000 people took part in the 1863 riots. Over 1200 seem to have 
been killed. In 1863 there were no news media to flash the word around the 
country and around the world. Today we have all seen the photographs of 
three dead schoolgirls in Alabama; of our assassinated martyrs: Medgar Evers, 
Martin Luther King, two Kennedys; of Newark and Watts; and of Chicago in 
August of this year. Mr. McCague seems to think that protest and discontent 
will be as ineffectual today as they were in 1863. Conscription, racial preju- 
dice, social injustice, civil unrest are closely linked and have been for over a 
century: just who is picked to be slaughtered in Vietnam has much to do 
with just which group is economically and socially discriminated against. | am 
afraid Mr. McCague is overly Panglossian. 
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